
by Pastor Eric Schroeder 

Year-End Summary (December 31) 
 

Whenever we have the chance to finish something, we enjoy the opportunity to take a moment and reflect. We find 
satisfaction in work done well. We cross it off of our “to do” list. We take a deep breath and relax a bit after pouring 
in the time and effort it took to get to the finish line, whether figuratively or literally – as in the case of a 5K or a 
marathon. Sometimes we slowly exhale a relieved sigh, because we are finally done. Other times, we can’t wait to 
start again. 
 
As we wrap up a year in the New Testament, my hope and prayer is that if we made it to the end, our next steps 
don’t resemble those of one who finishes a book and returns it to the library, never to see it again. Instead, each New 
Year’s Eve provides the opportunity to thank God for a year’s worth of blessings (even with the ups and downs) and 
then refocus and recommit ourselves to another year of growth and grace, no matter what uncertainty may cloud our 
anticipation of the future. In other words, what a blessing it would be to begin again with another adventure in God’s 
Word in 2020! 
 
Please permit me to share some irony…At the time of this writing, it seems awfully strange to talk about 2020, 
because I am writing this over a year in advance. I don’t have any clue what 2019 will look like (or looked like – for 
those of you who are reading this at the end of the year). Especially as I write words intended for those who have 
just finished the book of Revelation, I am fully aware that there is a chance none of you will ever read this, because 
Jesus may have already answered our prayer to “Come quickly…Amen.” Who knows what the future will bring? 
How can we talk about starting again unless we have the confidence that we will be able to finish, instead of leaving 
one more item on a list of tasks that are undone? 
 
Simply put, we begin again because we believe that God knows what the future will bring, and we need to be 
reminded of who he is, how much he loves us, what he has already done for us, and what he promises with absolute 
certainty. We begin again because we know how it ends, and where it ends. We won’t just read about and picture 
what John saw in Revelation; we’ll see it. We won’t just imagine what it would be like to live without sin, pain, 
sadness and suffering; we’ll experience it. We won’t hold onto Jesus with the eyes of faith; we’ll see him in person 
and feel his welcoming embrace. We begin again because our real life and our ultimate home have no end; the close 
of our earthly days mark the finish line we seek, after which is the eternal victory celebration – already won for us 
by our conquering hero, our Savior and brother. We just don’t know how many are coming with us.  
 
If you’re reading this, I trust that God worked powerfully in your life through his Word. I trust that you grew in your 
dependence upon him, your trust in him, your willingness and desire and motivation to live in him, and your 
intentional passion to share him and his gospel with others.  
 
So take a moment and reflect. If you’ve never read through the New Testament before, go ahead and check that one 
off your list of Christian goals. But even if you’ve been through the Bible many times before, I pray that when 
tomorrow comes, one of your highest priorities is to begin again as a child and heir of the one who makes everything 
new.  

 


